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Sound of  
the Arctic

Real. Arctic. Passion.



H.R.H Crown prince Haakon  
is the patron of  

the Arctic Philharmonic
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At the time of writing, it is 10 years since the Arctic  
Philharmonic was established. We are not only the world`s 
northernmost orchestra, but also the youngest. Ten years 
is maybe not so long compared to other orchestras, but 
the years we have had up until now have been eventful and 
very successful. We have become the biggest institution of 
culture in our region, we have released nearly 20 CDs, and 
last autumn we released a recording on the world’s most 
prestigious label, Deutsche Grammophon, as the first  
Norwegian orchestra. The release was celebrated with a 
very successful concert in Amsterdam`s Concertgebouw. 

The fact that we are experiencing international success fits 
in very well with our goal; to show our sense of belonging to 
the Arctic and show the rest of the world how exciting and 
interesting our region is. We don`t do this only through  
music. We use every possible occasion to invite business-
es, the universities and other institutions of culture in our 
region, to take part in our concerts and tours abroad, and 
make sure that they will meet new friends and  
collaborators.  

It is imperative for us to make art from Northern Norway, 
and especially the Sami culture, known to the rest of the 
world. We are proud to show this culture, because it is  
important to us, and the people in our region. We are also 
an orchestra for the Sami, and we are looking forward to 
new projects with Sami artists and institutions, including 
Beaivváš Sámi Našunálateáhter - The Sami National Theatre.  

Climate change will be noticed first and strongest in the 
Arctic, like an alarm clock for the rest of the world. This 
is the theme of Lasse Thoresen`s new commission; Lyden 

av Arktis – Sound of the Arctic. In 2013 we asked him if he 
could help us to find out if the Arctic has its own sound. 
And with much help from Kim Holmén from the Norwegian 
Polar Institute, former vicar on Svalbard Leif Magne  
Helgesen, Marit Hauan from UiT - The Arctic University of 
Norway, the local committee in Longyearbyen and the  
governor of Svalbard, Lasse Thoresen has travelled to  
Svalbard and Northern Norway many times to listen, to 
learn and to be inspired. – Now the work is ready – our 
signature, of which we are very proud.  

I would particularly like to thank Lasse Thoresen, 
for his strong commitment and excellent work 
in recent years.  This is a good opportunity 
for me to thank the Norwegian Ministry of 
Culture, Nordland, Troms and Finnmark 
county councils, and our owners, the 
municipalities of Bodø and Tromsø, for the 
confidence they have shown in believing 
that we could make the dream of having 
a professional orchestra and an opera in 
our region come true. I am looking  
forward to the continuation, and I wish you 
all a wonderful time at our concerts and 
operas in the coming years!  

Sound of the Arctic 

Tor Lægreid
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The high north with its nature  
and history is a strategic fundament  

for the Arctic Philharmonic. 

REAL

The structure of the orchestra is 
unique and innovative – both in 

Norway and in the rest of the world. 
Located in two Arctic cites, Bodø 

and Tromsø – and still with the whole 
northern region as its arena.

ARCTIC

The High North with its nature and 
history is a strategic fundament for 
the Arctic Philharmonic. This is re-

flected in our programming work, the 
marketing and communications – and 
all the way to the concert experience. 

The Arctic is the core in both the 
visual and the artistic profile.

PASSION

The orchestra strives to be as raw 
and real as the surrounding nature, 

and each musician tries to reach the 
outer limits of their performance and 

communication with the audience. 
Together, they search for the perfect 

unison.
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An Orchestra  
Innovation
Based well north of the Arctic Circle, the Arctic Philharmonic is the 
world’s northernmost professional orchestra. Since its founding in 2009, 
the critically acclaimed orchestra has become one of northern Norway’s 
largest and most active cultural institutions, performing around 200  
productions in various formats each year.

The Arctic Philharmonic alternates between different ensemble formats 
on a regular basis. In the course of a year, you can meet the musicians of 
the orchestra in variations from small chamber groups, as the sinfonietta 
ensemble in Bodø or as the chamber orchestra in Tromsø. When we join 
forces, you can experience the full Arctic Philharmonic orchestra, as well 
as full-scale opera performances.

The Arctic Philharmonic seeks to consolidate the position of arts in the 
High North, and the orchestra’s programme reflects its focus on audience 
development.

The orchestra aims to present contemporary Norwegian music with 
particular focus on the High North, while at the same time managing a 
broad spectrum of the shared musical heritage, including the Sami region 
Sápmi.

The Arctic Philharmonic regularly commissions new works and focuses 
on multiple performances and recordings. We collaborate with North 
Norwegian bands and artists from other musical genres, including jazz, 
pop, folk music and joik, in an effort to raise the profile of the regional 
music scene, nationally as well as internationally.
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The internationally renowned soloist Adrian 
Angelico performs his own Pernilles Joik with 
the Arctic Philharmonic in 2019, conductor 
Cathrine Winnes.
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Our home is in the Arctic parts of Nor-
way, and our goal is to give people in 
our region classical music performed 
at a very high level. We also want 
to make audiences nationally and 
internationally familiar to music and 
culture from our region. 

Our region is big enough to put the 
UN`s 39 smallest countries into it, and 
we go on tour more often than any 
other orchestra. Northern Norway 
starts right in the south of Nordland 
and driving to the most eastern point 
in Finnmark is over 1500 km. By air it 
would be around 900 km. 

A tough climate can make the touring 
very difficult in the wintertime, but we 
are very happy to be able to tour in 
such a fantastic part of the world, all 
year round.

We are also very glad to be part of 
Sapmi, the country of the Sami peo-
ple, which reaches out through the 
northern parts of Norway, Sweden, 
Finland and Russia. We also work 
with the Sami theatre Beaivváš Sámi 
Našunálateáhter and other artists 
from Sapmi.

The islands of Svalbard are also home 
of the Arctic Philharmonic. Together 
with our fantastic collaborators we 
started the worlds northernmost 
(78 degrees north) chamber music 
festival, The Arctic Chamber Music 
Festival, in 2018. The festival has seen 
artists such as «our own» Henning 
Kraggerud, Truls Mørk, Eldbjørg 
Hemsing, Imogen Cooper, Tim Weiss 
and Berit Norbakken Solset. 

Set in the Arctic

SVALBARD

NORTHERN NORWAY

Our home turf
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The Arctic Philharmonic collaborates on a regular basis with top Norwegian 
soloists and conductors such as Leif Ove Andsnes, Lise Davidsen, Bjarte 
Eike, Tine Thing Helseth, Marianne Beate Kielland, Truls Mørk, Eldbjørg 
Hemsing, Berit Solset, Audun Iversen, Nils Anders Mortensen, Christian 
Ihle Hadland, Peter Herresthal, Peter Szilvay, Øyvind Bjorå, Eivind Gullberg 
Jensen, Cathrine Winnes and Ingar Bergby. The Arctic Philharmonic has 
also collaborated with institutions and artists like the Bolshoi Theatre, the 
Mariinsky Theatre, Pacho Flores, Barbara Hendricks, Mikhail Jurowski, Paul 
McCreesh, William Lacey, Nicholas Daniel, Pascal Rophé, Richard Tognetti, 
Rinaldo Alessandrini and Andreas Brantelid.

Composers: Rolf Wallin, Lasse Thoresen, Eivind Buene, Torstein Aagaard- 
Nilsen, Frode Fjellheim, Jan Sandström, Bente Leiknes Thorsen, Ewa Serafin,  
Henrik Hellstenius, Ørjan Matre, Jon Øivind Ness, Fredrik Högberg,  
Christian Lindberg, Henning Kraggerud, Marcus Paus, Trygve Brøske,  
Du Wei, and Britta Byström.

Norwegian authors: Jostein Gaarder, Erik Fosnes Hansen, Kjartan Fløgstad, 
Tor Åge Bringsværd and Erika Fatland.

Collaborations
2019 
Artistic 
directors
Christian Kluxen
Arctic Philharmonic Orchestra

Henning Kraggerud
Arctic Philharmonic Chamber  
Orchestra

Tim Weiss
Arctic Philharmonic Sinfonietta

Espen Langvik 
Arctic Opera

«It is important for us to do exciting collaborations with Norwegian soloists and 
conductors. Together we can elevate the wonderful music created here in the North»

CATHARINA BILSBAK, PROGRAMME DIRECTOR ARCTIC PHILHARMONIC
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The Arctic Philharmonic is a public 
limited company that stands out from 
Norway’s other professional orchestral 
organisations. The major difference is 
that we belong to an entire region, not 
a single city.

Our owners are the municipalities of 
Tromsø and Bodø, each of which has a 
50 % shareholding, while the county  
councils of Nordland, Troms and 
Finnmark are contributing partners 
through the cultural agreement for 

Northern Norway. The Arctic  
Philharmonic receives operating 
subsidies from the Ministry of Culture, 
municipality of Bodø, municipality of 
Tromsø and the county councils of 
Nordland, Troms and Finnmark.

Ownership

«An entire region has joined forces to develop this  
new orchestral organisation in the Arctic region.»
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In 2013 we asked composer Lasse Thoresen if he 
could give us an answer. During his numerous 
stays on Svalbard and in Northern Norway in  
recent years, together with scientists, local 
people and sometimes alone, he has listened, 
observed and reflected – and in the end he wrote 
«Lyden av Arktis» meaning Sound of the  
Arctic. Here you will find his thoughts around 
the process and the completed work.

Does the  
Arctic have 
its own 
sound?
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To stay on Svalbard is like an awaken-
ing. You are a particle in the universe. 
You understand your role as part of a 
whole in a different way. And when you 
come home with all these impressions 
something else happens. Suddenly 
you have the whole of nature within 
yourself. Then you can travel in your 
imagination and reach heights seeing 
the midnight sun everywhere, and at 
the same time move around in dark-
ness. The process is different, because 
now I am moving around in my own 
inner nature which the impressions up 
there have created through pictures 
and language. And again, this triggers 
feelings, reactions and fantasies. As 
well as the existential part I have 
pictures inside myself, and in my soul, 
which I can process further. And this 
process is what has become the music. 
The music is not only the pictures, it 
is the insight. 

Really, there isn`t very much sound in the Arctic, but the trips to Svalbard have 
been an out of this world experience. I have had fabulous stays up there, for 
example with the international director of the Norwegian Polar Institute, Kim 
Holmén, as a tour guide in Ny Ålesund, where I rented a cabin for composing. I 
also went on the research ship, «Helmer Hanssen», which sailed up and down 
the coast of Svalbard and gave me fantastic impressions, as well as it being 
very educational. On board the ship were biologists, marine biologists and 
ecologists among others. It was overwhelming. 

When you are up there, it is like an awakening for the soul, because at a  
certain time you feel that this is a community of animals and plants that has 
managed without people disturbing them for thousands of years, maybe  
millions. Really this isn`t a place made for people at all. At the same time, it is 
living its own life. Therefore, Hymnen til det urørte - The hymne to the  
untouched. 
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I can thank Kim Holmén for one of the pieces, Brefront, meaning glacier front. I was up there in October and it was grey and 
rainy. Anyway, we went out in a boat to sail closer to the glaciers, and after travelling around for a while, we heard the sound 
when a bit of a glacier fell into the sea. When this happens, a huge wave appears and the water starts «dancing» with all the 
ice ringing in it, as if it were small percussion instruments. All this energy became one movement, lasting 4-5 minutes. 

There is something unrelenting about the glaciers. They move all the time, they break everything beneath them, they break 
stones and make traces in rocks. This is also an impression I have put into the music. Ph
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It is the Sami people who have lived 
in, with and from this nature, and they 
have developed a distinctive form of 
art; the Joik. I have learnt quite a lot 
about the joik and the Sami culture, for 
example that the joik is a very personal 
and intimate thing. For the Sami it is 
all about memories such as a meeting 
with a mountain, a place or a person. 
I had a very interesting meeting with 
Ola Graff from Tromsø Museum who 
taught me a lot about joik, and he also 
put me in contact with Ánte Mihkkal 
Gaup, who has let me borrow some of 
his joiks. I also listened to a CD, where 
two of his daughters perform joiks. 
They have all given me permission to 
use some of their joiks, and I have put 
these into quite a big piece, called 
Arktiske atmosfærer, meaning Arctic 
atmospheres, and Sjelereise, meaning 
travel of the soul. 

Before we started to look at nature 
with microscopes and other modern  
tools, nature was something we experi-
enced, and when it comes to us as pic-
tures, it is like a tool for our thoughts, 
as it has been for the Sami people and 
their mythology. It is all about how 
the human subconscious thinks about 
the symbols nature has given us. This 
project has made that clear to me. 
My knowledge has been expanded in 
knowing how the joik functions, which 
has been good for my soul. 
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The artistic leader of the sinfonietta, Tim Weiss, has been working as  
musical director for the Oberlin Contemporary Music Ensemble in the USA 

for 23 years. He has lead orchestras such as the New York Philharmonic, 
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia in London and the  

Melbourne Symphony in Australia.

Our sinfonietta mainly plays music from the 20th and 21st centuries. All  
musical activity in the Arctic Philharmonic shows the northern and arctic 

profile. The sinfonietta is a string quintet, a wind quintet, a trumpet, a  
trombone, a piano and percussion. Through each year the musicians work 

with soloists and musical leaders who visit Bodø on a regular basis. 

The Sinfonietta

«The Arctic Philharmonic sinfonietta  
players are clearly world class.»

DOMINY CLEMENTS I MUSIC WEB INTERNATIONAL (2017)
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Henning Kraggerud is the artistic leader of the Arctic Philharmonic  
Chamber Orchestra. Kraggerud is a recognized violinist, violist and  
composer, and well known for his virtuosity, creativity and ability to  
communicate. These are values that are central in his work with the  

orchestra.

The strings in the Arctic Philharmonic have together with Kraggerud  
developed a leading chamber orchestra, and through the last years they 
have been recognized for their expression and sound, in recordings and 

through national and international tours.

«The Arctic Philharmonic strings of Tromsø are  
as evocative as their leader – Norway now has  

a great school of string-teaching...»
DAVID NICE, BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE 5/5 STARS

The Chamber  
Orchestra
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When our musicians in Bodø and Tromsø join forces, you meet our  
symphony orchestra – an orchestra that can also be extended when needed.  

Chief conductor for the symphony orchestra is Christian Kluxen. An artist 
who brings joyful, charismatic energy to both the concert and operatic 
stage, Kluxen’s success is built upon the natural ease of his conducting,  

his profound musicianship and artistic integrity.

«These musicians play at an incredibly high level, 
which for many is inconceivable to find in  

a region like Northern Norway.» 
CHRISTIAN KLUXEN

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The Symphony  
Orchestra
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Chief Conductor Christian Kluxen and 
Arctic Philharmonic symphony orchestra
in the magnificent Stormen concert hall.
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Soprano Lise Davidsen in our production 
Ariadne auf Naxos in 2017.
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The Arctic Philharmonic works to bring opera of high temperature to the 
Arctic region. We are proud to have been involved in presenting no less than 
six world premieres of new, commissioned operas over the past six years, in 
addition to well-known classics such as La Boheme, Ariadne auf Naxos, the 

Barber of Seville, Eugene Onegin, Tosca and Carmen, to mention a few. 

Espen Langvik became Head of Opera in the Arctic Philharmonic in 2017. 
One of his most important missions and focus is to make opera more  

available to the people, wherever they are.

Opera

«It did not take long before the sold-out concert 
hall realized that this would turn out to be an 

extraordinary opera experience.»

NEWSPAPER NORDLYS ON  
ARCTIC PHILHARMONIC’S ARIADNE AUF NAXOS
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25% of what we do are concerts and other productions made for children, 
youth and families. We even have a producer working just with concerts for 

children and youth. We like to challenge and engage the younger  
generations, and the last years we have created productions such as  

Fykomfei and Skjervøykongen – both based on sagas from  
Northern Norway.

We also cooperate with the Sami national theatre  
Beaivváš Sámi Našunálateáhter.

Concerts and  
productions for 

children
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Set in the Arctic. Longyearbyen, Svalbard – at 78 degrees North. 
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The main focus when I have been 
composing, has been to reflect on the 
enormous worth of the northern areas, 
as a resource for human experience, 
for human self-knowledge and for the 
situation of human existence on our 
planet. And then you come to this, 
which is very clear when you come to 
a place like Ny Ålesund – that these 
places, that have managed through 
hundreds and thousands, or even mil-
lions of years without human activity, 
are now changing enormously because 
of human activity. 

The glaciers, which have been im-
portant to the climate and sources 
for fresh water to humanity are now 
shrinking and they might even disap-
pear. These are huge perspectives. 
After going through all this music cel-
ebrating the worth of the Arctic, I had 
to put in an ending which is a warning 
shot. «Everything is about to change 
here! It is collapsing, and it is going 
fast». So, the whole piece ends with a 
scary warning. 

 

LASSE THORESEN  
ON SOUND OF THE ARCTIC
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The Arctic Philharmonic annually performs around 170 concerts, both  
nationally and internationally. The tours give us and our strategic partners 

and owners, a unique opportunity to promote and present the exotic aspect 
and knowledge of the Arctic region. By connecting the musical experience 

with our partners we present science and education, innovation,  
technology, finance, tourism, seafood and other industries from our region.

 
The orchestra has toured Russia in 2009 (including concerts at the famous 
Mariinsky Concert Hall in St. Petersburg), China in 2010, Beethoven-Fest in 
Bonn in 2014, 3 concerts in Salzburg Großes Festspielhaus and Musikverein 
in 2015, Baltic tour of Sweden, Finland and Lithuania in 2016, Japan tour in 

2017 (photo) and Concertgebouw in Amsterdam in 2018.

International  
Touring
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Trumpetist Pacho Flores in Bodø, 
during the recording of «Fractales» 

on Deutsche Grammophon.  
 Photo: Aitor Unzu og Joaquin Calderón

The Arctic Philharmonic has released several album recordings with  
BIS Records, Naxos, Simax and Deutsche Grammophon, and even more  

are planned in the years ahead. In fact, the Arctic Philharmonic is the  
first and only Norwegian symphony orchestra to release an album on 

Deutsche Grammophon – together with the legendary trumpetist  
Pacho Flores as soloist. 

In addition to our own albums, we have collaborated on album  
productions with Norwegian artists including Kari Bremnes, Anneli Drecker, 
Hekla Stålstrenga, Lene Grenager, Violet Road, The band called Oh!, Ulver, 
Terje Nilsen and Unni Wilhelmsen. We have also recorded the music for the 
animation movie Dunderly, and recorded the music for the project «Solnatt 

– Beaiveidja - lullabies for children in the midnight sun», together with  
many artists from northern region.

Recordings

«These musicians have perfectly  
embraced Symphony No.5 and this is  

even more impressive when it is played  
in this very spectacular way.»

TCHAIKOVSKY SYMPHONY NO 5  
AND SWAN LAKE SUITE (BIS)

DIAPASON, FRANCE, JANUARY 2014
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arcticphilharmonic.com
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